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CONCEPT OF POWER

I
NATURE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF POWER

Significance of Power

- ‘Power’ may be regarded as one of the central concepts of political scignce. It is
' said that the concept of power holds the same status in the realm of political sci-
| #fice as held by the concept of money in the realm of economics. The focus on
| power emmlcili'ates'ThQ study of politics from the sfatus of an-appendage to the
. study of philosophy or history or law. It also tw@wmi-
| tutions to focus on the real motives and objectives of human beings which lie

p——

behind all political activity and institution-building.

During the early phase of development of modern political science Frederick
Watkins had observed: “The proper scope of political science is not the study of
the state or of any other specific institutional complex, but the investi gation of all
associations insofar as they can be shown to exemplify th_e_ﬁ_ojﬂem of Eow?r”“

‘?(‘fh‘E_S’ta—t/e as a Concept of Political Science; 1934). This view was confirmed by

William A. Robson who suggested: “It is with power in society that political sci-
efice is primarily concerned—its nature, basis, processes, scope and results . . .

* The ‘focus of interest’ of the political scientist is cjle?r and ungmbiguoas-;'i-t"cen_

. tres on the struggle to gain or retain power, to exercise power or influence over
v others, or to resist that exercise” (The University Teaching of Soczmes:

\ Political Science,; 1954). ~

In fact, the significance of power in the political phenomenon was brought out

by traditional thinkers like Machiavelli (1469-1527), Hobbes (1588-1697)and
Nietzche (1844-1900) as well as by modern writers like Max Weber, Catlin,
Mertiam, Lasswell, Kaplan, Watkins, Trietschke and Morgenthau. The CXpOTl;IIIS

of the ‘power’ view of politics focus on the study of ‘the acquisition, maintenance

and loss of power’.\H..Lasswell and A. Kaplan (Power and Societ\'.m'e
defined political science as ‘the study of the shaping and sharing LF“powcr’. Max
\_\Lgl_)f_.r’s definition of politics also implies a focus on power n the cﬁﬁt&;ﬁ
national L well as 2??5‘1@9@_99&&051 “Politics is the struggle tbrlmwé}'}me
influencing of those in power, and embraces the struggle between states as such as
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ell (Power: 4 s :
production of intendeg effecjt\sl?;;soc——dnﬂ&—“l 813, 1938) has defined power as ‘the
son to fulfil his 4 s1res 6r to‘ﬁac;hFl Othli'r W%rdS,,Dgwer;dgenotes theability of a per-
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power’ may be used In multifarious contexts. Foy : =

ﬁs‘_ Fog instance, we talk of the power

Of man T B :
he o—_nefyre or Material things, and the power of man over man. Most of

;he -@Q:SFS---OFP«QWCB including Russel, prefer to restrict its use to ‘power over
e OGRS . LI o ——
power as a kind of influence; it is exercised ‘when compliance is attained by cre-

ating the prospect of severe sanctions for. non-compliance’: H.V. Wiseman (Polit-

ical Systems: Some Sociological Approaches,; 1966) defines power as ‘the ability
’s wishes carried out Titice

Science—The Discipline_and_its Dimensions, 1972) has 4simi'1arly observed:

“Power is_generally thought to inyolve bripglng about of an action by someone

sire of another.” .~ ‘ .
. srominence to that aspect of power which is exer-

‘unwilling’ lot. They are, therefore, g_ne-sidgd.
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Thus Rebert:Dahl (Modern Political Analysis; 1991) defines | /¢7°
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