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DIFFERENT FORMS OF POWER

Social Analysis of power cannot be confined to the realm of ‘political power’.
Economic and ideological forms of power should also be taken into account as
they play an important role as the support-bases of political power. It is, therefore,
necessary to distinguish between these three major forms of power. ’
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/\C(.:(?rding to Alan Ball (Modern Politics and ¢;
pnln.lcnl power . . . is a key concept in ll;(' .’,""‘ul‘”’.“w""
()l?ltlml of conflict, the distribution of pu\;m \?\I/('ll pol ;

m.x.ncs. how the conflict’ b ol |ll mln i political (‘mhnumily deter-
c'tfcclch¥y observed by all parties.” In :n:(k-,,-"““; \ltznm the resolution is 1o be
power it is essential, at the outset, to distinguish },C:;',"‘.'fiy"hpf nature of political
organs of such power. Legislature, executive and ju ‘lg.l‘ .' .w"/”m'”l and informal
rgg)g\n_@cdprguns of power in a state; they rcprescn!t :I::l;l Lo the traditionally
dlegge secured by these organs, backed by szmcti()-ns; ( )‘,mm.‘ organs. The obe-
quﬁl*ucal power. Executive and Legislature, taken to ;c;tl‘:- Y l’mportum o
and decisions regulating the allocation of v;\lucs in'abt:oci(;:rtum;}':? 'I?WS, policies)
and use a vast machinery for the collection of taxes. Ti\ey isz:le “Zy ll‘n[‘ms‘: g
and regulat.e a large variety of citizens’ actions, such as lkeepineni"z;,' plermnts,
arms, .runnmg certain businesses, maintaining the qualit): of profl;uct% \ cSlfnd
conditions of the labour, building of houses, etc. There is police is to ca}::l:v:rlc;ngf
offenders, courts to try the offenders and settle disputes, and prisbns to uniSh tr?
convicts. The'n‘military is meant to deal with foreign aggressors. lr; sh:rt formael
organs of political power play on effective role in a given territory. T
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nforma! organs of political power not only take the form of political parties in
power and in opposition, but also a large number of pressure groups, public opin-
ion, popular movements, etc. Thus, political power is not the sole prerogative of
the formal organs state but these organs themselves are responsive to the

‘inputs’ received from the ‘environment’. This may be illustrated with reference
to three cases: (i) in independent states, public opinion, popular movements and
organized interests directlw_ﬂ_u_que___thcdecision-making; in democracies, the
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ruling party is bound to seek a fresh méndate from the people at regular intervals;
(i1) in the colonies, dependencies and dictatorships, the struggle for | independence
and strong popular movements are $00net or Jater able to secure not qnly substan-

and (iii) in the international

tial concessions but even to win their independence; _
sphere, organized groups of nations do exercise their influence on the ‘authorita-
tive allocation of values’. The constant pressu;&elercised by the ‘third world

countries on the super powers t0 change their economic and foreign policies is &

case in point. J K o
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i T : 1 of material things.
Economic power is\the power _g_r&a_rlggp_g_/_ﬂom thfi p9§§§§1gn_c{ s
especially|the major ,_me,a,,u-S-Qﬁ-—l.?!,gduﬁ—iQﬂaﬂ’—‘-d—*‘-“s?‘.‘b““‘?ﬂfl‘t e business IAE-
behind politics. For instance, big landlords, !“qllS“J?al. coons A \{:11"\(\‘1‘}“65 ih
nates are able to influence public Jecisions regarding the “%‘i{“““ 03} o

economic development in a liberal democracy. In India 11s€
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iy Prg;lgxisrili:: :ass in a given society regarding ll\c_jgsﬁzli;
f government’ constitute political ideology. lldeolc)gy' may be l;icillmquas_ i% )

At { of arguments and beliefs used to justify an existing or desired socia

syster'nanc N cr. ed., Dictionary of Political Sciencg: 1965). An outstand-
B eatirs of poltical idealogy is tha it provides egitimacy o the ruling Clusses

‘ intai ir stronghold on political power. When p :

e hﬂp—z‘ﬁ:?c Thj: :xa:‘nrl:::l;r sys%em of go[\)/cmment is the best system, they
ol b:inclined to challenge the authority of the ruling classes. When pt_eople
:;iflenli!am( to respect their laws, the need for coercion to secure their obedience

imi te, minimized. )
) WOU]fll_b.C :lhiz::‘:)al:)cgdyoirn:\l/:jg,s:m only a set of beliefs, it is al\xgys action-ori-
em:; ‘ltll:uls forward a ‘cause’ for which people are pn?p'ﬂred not only thﬁEhTEut
to make a lot of sacrifices. As,/\_Lnj_BgU (Madgm_Eaﬂncsﬂjﬁa__ve_f'ﬂ!ﬂxr) as
elaborated: “Individuals are prepared to fight for causes, oﬁcn realistically h.Q.pe'
{ess causes, or to undergo ill-treatment m‘morlure in t;he belief that some political
values are superior to others.” Ideology is often devoid of rgggn. It picks up 'cer-
tain convenient formulae and elevates therp to the level of “absolute trulhA by
exploiting people’s sentiments. Thl.ls, some ideas are I.leldlsacrosancl by a particu-
lar group while others remain indifferent or even disdainful toward those very
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ideas. ) . g )
Ideological power represents the manipulative power of the dominant class,

which holds sway on the thinking and emotjons of the pi plct. Ideology even cre-
ates an illusion of ‘consent”. Under an ideological spell, the people express their
approval to wﬂﬂ_mgu_]a_{l____mﬂﬂd g&iq_es. They are led to believe that
they are belng governed with their ‘consent’ while they actually continue to be
» governed according to the designs of the dominant classes. Marx and Engels (The,
German Ideology: 1846) had noted that ‘the ideas of the ruling class are in every
\ epoch the ruling ideas’. According to them the class which owns the means gf
material production in any society also controls the means of mental production.
Antonio Gramsci_(1891-1937), an Italian Marxist, gave the concept of ‘hege-
mony" to explain the phenomenon of ideological domination, particularly of the
“capitalist class, in the contemporary society. Hegemony, in this sense, denotes a
form of rule where power is apparently exercised with the _consent of tie ruled.
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According to Gramsci, the spiritual and cultural supremacy of the ruling class 1n
the capilist state was accomplished through the manipulation of “civil society”
particularly through the mechanism of socialization, such as the church, the
school and the mass media. Gramsci's concept of *hegemony’ also explains why
the working-class parties have only achicved a relatively moderate degree of su
cess in the open competition for political power in the capitahist countries
Gramsci, therefore, insisted that revolution in the economic sphere was nao
enough to end the capitalist domination. It was necessary to reinforce revolution
in the cultural sphere in order to achieve this end

A Critical Appraisal

The chief merit of the power approach lies in its ability to 1dentily the motye
force operating behind politics. Moreover, it can be applied to an analysis of
domestic as well as intermational politics. However, this approach suffers from
several drawbacks. In the first place, it lacks precision. As Vernon Van Dyke has
clucidated: “Power is said to derive from sources ranging from tacitly accepted
rules of politeness to the possession of spaceships; and it is said to manifest itselt
in situations ranging from a request that the salt be passed at the dining table to a
situation in which states arc exchanging all-out thermonuclear blows " (Political
Science—A Philosophical Analysis; 1960). This sort of imprecision in the concept
of power itself defies any classification or quantification of data for the purpose of
political analysis.

Secondly, this approach seeks to reduce all politics to a struggle for power, and
ignores other important purposes for which men have recourse to politics. As
Dyke has further elaborated: “Political actors rarely, if ever, struggle for power
alone. They pursue other purposes, too,, The theory that politics is a struggle for
power does not say how much power is desired or what price political actors are
willing to pay for it in terms of other values. The thoughtless assumption that all
political actors constantly seek a maximization of power at any price is obviously
false.” )

Finally, all struggle for power in different social situations cannot be treated as
a subject-matter of politics. For instance, competition amdng film-actors to win
pop_ular applause or that between textile-manufacturers to control consumer
c.hmces do inlvolve struggle for power, but that is hardly a manifestation of poli-
tics. Politics is concerned only with a struggle for power to control public affairs.
that is, to hqve access to positions of taking decisions for the allocation of public
goods, services, opportunities and honours. Any deviation from this focus will
make the power approach a futile exercise, 1 ) '
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THE STRUCTURE OF POWER

Thc sfudent otf politics is chiefly concerned with identifying the centres of power
1N a given society or in an international setting and relating them to the maode of
authoritative allocation of values prevailing in that setting. This approach to the
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