23. THE TIGER

Blake belonged to the late 18th cen
died in 1827. He wrote when the

ost over. He i; called a pre- romantic poet. Romantic
are found in his poetry but not in that ful] form in which
in Wordsworth or Shelley. Blake maintains the classical
poetry but in content he marks a great departure from the
tan Poets. In Blake's time there were a few more pre-
Ic poets who paved the way for the future Romanticists--
Collins and Burns. Blake, of course, is the greatest of all the
antics, and he is essentially symbolic and mystical. 'Poetry
fetters the human race. Nations are destroyed, or ﬂour;‘sﬁ_
Ftion as their poetry, painting, and music are destroyed or
;' says Blake. Blake's books of poetry were unique in their
ation of visual and literary art. He produced most of them
ethod of relief etching that he invented. In this method,
e called 'illuminated printing, Blake used pens and brushes
Y an acid resistant substance to a copper plate. Each page
inted and then hand-coloured by Blake aﬂdh’S wife
ne, and each book was bound by hand. The originals fhat
are ranked among the art treasures of the werld.—_ F 1 T
ng designs that sparkle with glowing colour andhmt@ s
mpany his equally brilliant poems, -thﬁ‘_»se books cstab
unique contribution to both art and .]i'teram!?‘* HIB @'
SOWn poetic works are Songs of Innocence and Songs 0]
“XPerience demonstrating the two conflicting states

tury. He was born in
period of Classicism

of the human
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—+ soem The Tiger is included in Blake's Songs ,
- ticer is a terrible animal. It is strong 4y
: ] -ves burn like fire in the night when it moves ip ,,

- < The post wonders at the strength of God who could Create
\: ﬁ-;_; a creature as the tiger. God must have broughg the fire
———3 H:e distant sky or sea to make the eyes of the tiger, anqd He
*_ have gone there on His great wings. The poet wonders at the
vand of God which could hold the terribe fire. The post wonde,
at the sirength of God. He must have a very strong body and g,
must know the wonderful art of controlling great powers; only thep
it could be possible for Him to create the tiger. The poet wonders ¢
the srength of God who could hold the tiger after the heart of the
niger had begun to beat. God has been imagined as a blacksmith
He made the figer in His factory. He used the hammer, the anvil,
the chain and the furnace in His great creation. The poet wonders

at the strength and courage of God who held the tiger in His grasp
afier it had come to life.
When the tiger was created, the stars (the soldiers who guard the
heaven) threw down theirs Spears in dejection and defeat. They
Wept in sorrow and the tears flooded the heaven. Was God happy 2t
His own creation? Did He smile to see the tiger? The poet wonders
at it. The poet also wonders at the fact that on the one hand, God

has created the lamb which is the perfection of innocence and on
the other, He created tiger, the great evil. "Lamb' suggests Jesus
Christ wh

0 is called the lamb of God. The Christ is the son of God
sent by him to the earth 1o

message of love, Then
the world as 5 tiger.
niention of God. |

preach His message. Jesus preached th
why God created people as dangerous for
The poet fails to understand the nature and
¢ simply wonders at Him. Herein lies ¢
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alake takes us to a mystical world. We
pldi :
swe and wonder there. So, thig

to see? What kind of smile it is? The smile of the creator

jo takes glory in his versatility? or is jt 5 diabolica] smile? Blake

Scovers a strange aspect of God's nature. There are Critics who go

ed the tiger. If truly Blake had im

agined this, he was perhaps
ng it under the influence of Zoroas

trianism,

€ tone of Blake is satiric also, There is an element of humour too
Blake's picture of God as a blacksmith Creating the world with
mmer, anvil and chain and going on his great wings to distant
ds and seas to procure material for his creation This satire
gests Blake's disapproval of evil in the world. The poem
0mes very interesting because it challenges the very Christian
cept of God. Lyricism also makes the poem very interesting
 popular. Each question comes as a violent challenge but it's all
into the total lyrical structure. The last stanza is almost a
elition of the first stanza and function of this repetition is to
light the element of awe and wonder. The only change is that
d 'could of the first stanza becomes 'dare’ in the last. Blake
8ests that the tiger is perhaps more powerful than God, lti
dtor. Perhaps he has seen that in this world wrongdoers are nl:)
Shed which means that evil is more powerful than God who
 that He must punish the sinners.
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